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We’d like to point out that the content within these guides is our opinion and must be treated as just that, a 
guide only.  The content is based on Western Australian law only, laws differ significantly from state to state 
within Australia.  The content is subject to change, is general in nature, and may not take into account your 
particular circumstances.  If you are unsure about any of the information within these guides or would like 

more information, please don’t hesitate to get in touch with us via our website or by email on 

info@solomonhollettlawyers.com.au



This second guide – what it’s all about and how it will help 
you.

Hello, and welcome to the second part of our two part guide on Wills and estate planning.  

You may have already read our first guide, or you may not; either way it’s worth repeating that it’s an 
important subject to be well informed about to ensure you have the right plan in place.  The legacy 
you leave behind can go one of two ways.  Either it can be an incredibly powerful tool to set up your 
loved ones in the right way or it can end with unimaginable financial and emotional tolls on a family 
that can never truly be repaired.

Wills are no longer the domain of the elderly or the very wealthy; they are something every adult 
should have in place.

Recent research1 suggests around 59% of Australians have a Will in place which is an improvement 
in recent years, and pleasing to see it’s heading in the right direction.  Our job is to make sure this 
number continues to rise, and that the Wills in place are the right Wills, and are well drafted with the 
right considerations taken into account for each of our clients.

We shall consider our job done only when we see every Australian adult in need of a WIll with a good 
one in place.

1   Having the last word: Will making and contestation in Australia, Tilse M, Wilson J, White B, Roseman L and Feeney R, The University of 
Queensland, Victoria University and the Australian Centre for Health Law Research, March 2015, p2.



Why is estate planning so important?
The answer to that question is pretty simple.  To ensure your loved ones are protected and looked 
after when you are no longer around, and that your assets that you’ve spent your life working so hard 
to build up are distributed to the right people for the right reasons at the right time and with the best 
benefit and the best outcome.  Having the right estate plan in place also gives such peace of mind, 
can avoid costly and irreparable family disputes, can deliver clever tax savings, puts in place the right 
executors and trustees, and properly documenting gifts and legacies.

So, why have we put these guides together?  
Our goal is a simple one; to ensure as many people are as informed as possible on the subject of Wills 
and estate planning.  It’s an area we are passionate about, as we see the difference we make to our 
clients every day, and we see the benefits of having a well-considered and well-drafted Will in place.  
We also see the horrendous fallouts when there either isn’t a Will in place or it’s a poorly executed 
one that ends up seeing families torn apart with an emotional and financial toll that could so easily 
have been avoided.

If you haven’t already, you should take the time to read Part 1 of the guide which covers:
• What is estate planning?
• What is a Will and what should it cover?
• Why do I need a Will?
• What is a Testamentary Trust?
• What is a Power of Attorney and what are the traps?
• What other documents should I consider as part of my estate plan?

• Can I use a DIY online template or newsagent-type Will?

You’re currently reading Part 2 which completes 
what you need to know when it comes to the 
inside running on Wills and Estate planning.  

As you read the guide, it will prompt questions 
in your mind as you relate the information to 
your own particular circumstance, asset pool 
and family dynamics.  

We’d encourage you to make notes as you go in 
the notes section at the back of both Parts 1 and 
2 of this guide, and then get in touch with any 
questions that will no doubt arise. 
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The time is now.
If we can offer just a few words of advice, once you’ve read this, don’t make the cardinal mistake of 
procrastinating and thinking you’ll get to this one day, and don’t think you’re too young to take estate 
planning in hand.  

We’re experts in our field, our job is to know the law inside and out and best apply it to your unique 
situation, but importantly our job is also to make this as easy and painless as possible.  

Once you have the right Will in place the sense of relief you feel will be palpable; affording true peace 
of mind in knowing that what you’ve worked so hard to build up is well protected and will be in the 
right hands in the generations ahead.

We don’t say this lightly but having a Will and estate plan in place is 
probably the greatest gift you can ever give those around you.  The 
protection it affords and the drama it prevents are priceless and cannot be 
underestimated.

Enjoy the guide. We look forward to working with you.



What happens in WA if I die without a Will?
Statistics tell us that over 40% of us are going to die without a Will.1   That statistic has held pretty 
firm for years, so it is apparent that it is not for lack of education that people die intestate (which is 
what it is known as when you die without a Will). 

But whatever the reason someone chooses not to write a Will, the consequences, although not the 
precise path by which they will apply, are pretty predictable.

For a start, the costs of applying to the Court for Letters of Administration (where there is no Will), 
instead of Probate (where there is a Will) are, at the very minimum, two or three times as much. 

If someone thought they would save the costs of getting a Will done by leaving it up to the law of 
intestacy to kick in, they are naïve in the extreme. Where there are complexities (and we shall get to 
those in a minute) and it seems there always are complexities, the costs can and usually do skyrocket. 

But legal costs are just the start of the agony that usually accompanies intestacy.

Essentially, if you own more than $10,000 worth or any sort of assets, and 
die without a Will, it is simple:  the Administration Act (1903) sets out a strict 
formula of which beneficiaries get what.  The beneficiary with the largest 
share as dictated by the Act also gets first choice to be the Administrator (the 
equivalent of the Executor when there is a Will).

Before you get too angry at the disastrous results of intestacy created by Parliamentarians, remember 
that it is a legislative back up plan.   You are supposed to have a Will, and you are expected to have a 
Will, and the formula is really to try and create a sort of average for those that die without a Will.  It is 
hardly ever going to match your own situation, because that is what your Will does. 

It’s like the difference between having a suit custom made by a tailor (you know it’s going to fit and 
you get to choose the colour, the cloth, the style, how many pockets, length of cuffs, how many 
buttons, etc etc) or its just handed to you by someone you’ve never met and has no idea of your size 
or preferences. The first is going fit like a glove, the second you will be amazed if it fits at all, let alone 
like the colour or how it makes you look and feel.

The other thing to remember is that the intestacy provisions have not been updated in some 30 
years. So amounts in the formula (for example $50,000 to a spouse) are based on the WA cost of 
living two generations ago.  When the legislation was last amended $50,000 bought a house in North 
Perth.  Now it would be lucky to buy you small caravan.

Perhaps the most common myth that accompanies intestacy is that the spouse gets it all.  As you will 
see, this is far from the truth, unless you die leaving only a spouse and no living children, brothers or 
sisters or parents.

1  Having the last word: Will making and contestation in Australia, ibid. p2.
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Let’s look at a few examples.

Mike and Elle are married, happily, and have been for almost a decade. They are both 
in their early thirties, mining company executives, and earning very healthy salaries.  
They have made a conscious decision to put off having children for at least a few more 
years, as they are enjoying each other’s company too much and are still trying to pay 
down their big mortgage on their dream home in Cottesloe before Elle stops work to 
raise the kids.

Tragically, Mike is injured on a mine site and dies. Neither of them had Wills, as they 
were simply not a high priority. They were going to get onto that once they had kids.

And tragically for Elle, her troubles are going to escalate.

You see Mike didn’t have a good relationship with his family; his parents divorced 
when he was young, and he hasn’t spoken to his father in almost 20 years.  He has one 
brother and one sister, both of whom he is slightly indifferent toward, although still 
sees them at Christmas.    Truth be told Mike was quite happy to let them continue to 
drift out of his life. Elle had a stand up argument with her mother in law one Christmas 
when Mike’s mother insisted that Elle’s highest calling was to give her grandchildren 
and that women should not work in the mining industry as that’s man’s work; their 
relationship has never repaired and truth be told, she was quite enjoying the distance 
between them.

On Mike’s death, sadly under the intestacy laws Elle only gets the first $75,000 of 
Mike’s assets, and then half the rest. Mike’s mother, two siblings, and estranged father 
he hasn’t seen in 20 years get the other half, split equally between them.

Mike and Elle bought their Cottesloe home as tenants in common; that means Mike 
owned 50% and Elle owned 50%.  The mortgage was in both their names, which is 
standard.  The difficulty for Elle is that she is now liable for the whole mortgage, even 
though she only owns half the house;  her in-laws now are entitled to the other half.

There is a provision within the intestacy laws that allows Elle to buy her inlaws out of 
their share of the home, but at full market value:  there is no way she can come up 
with that money. Even if she could, she can’t afford to refinance the huge mortgage 
without Mike’s salary to contribute to it anyway, so the dream home has to be sold.

There is a bit of good news here though; even though Mike’s death was tragic, 
because it was during the course of his employment there is a big payout coming 
to his estate, both from his own personal life insurance he had in his Super fund, but 
also from the mining company (through the workers’ compensation claim resulting 
from Mike’s accident at work).

Unfortunately the payout from the mining company for accidental death falls into 
Mike’s estate, so the inlaws get half of that too.  

The insurance that was in Mike’s super fund is with the Trustee of the super fund to 
make a decision on whom to pay it to.  Mike didn’t have a valid binding nomination 
in his super, so it’s up to the Trustee of the super fund. The Trustee can pay it to Elle 
outright (and so the in-laws get nothing) or they can pay it to the Administrator of 
Mike’s estate, and then it goes, like all other of Mike’s assets, half to Elle and half to 
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Mike’s parents and siblings.

Elle has to make lots of written submissions to the Trustee of the super fund to try and 
convince them to pay it to her. Mike’s mother goes and sees a lawyer and decides to 
also make her own submissions to the Trustee; Mike used to support his mother with a 
bit of cash once in a while, every few months he would give her a few hundred dollars, 
at Christmas maybe more: she was not a woman of means, and relied on the pension.

If Mike’s mother is able to convince the Trustee of the super fund that she was 
dependent on Mike (and at face value it looks like she was) then she is in with a good 
shot at getting some of the super and life insurance.

Elle and her in laws, although not on particularly good terms to begin with, are 
now positively against each other.  A meeting is called to try and discuss the difficult 
position Elle now finds herself in, with the mounting mortgage payments and having to 
sell her home.  Her in-laws are sorry to tell her that surely if Mike intended for her to 
get it all he would have done a will saying so - but he didn’t and so he surely intended 
for them to get half.  Elle told them they are insane, Mike had no idea about intestacy 
law.  The in-laws tell her in no uncertain terms that she is insane if she thinks they are 
going to just hand over several hundred thousand dollars that the law of the land has 
rightly said is theirs.

Elle now has to commence inheritance proceedings in the Supreme Court, what is 
known as a Family Provision Claim, challenging her husband’s estate on the basis that 
half is not enough, and that she should have more. Naturally, her in laws are going to 
defend their sudden unexpected windfall with all their might.  Each side thinks they are 
in the right; brutality and high legal costs follow as surely as night follows day.  

There are very few cases we know of where the deceased, leaving a husband or wife or de facto 
spouse that they loved, intended their beloved to only get the first $75,000 and then one half of the 
rest. We have heard time and time again by those left behind that the deceased just thought the 
spouse would get it all, as they didn’t have children and so there was no need to do a Will.

Let’s look at another, tragic but sadly very common example.

Let’s pick on Mike and Elle again, but this time imagine they had two beautiful young 
children, Sophie and Lily, 3 and 5 years old respectively. Sadly, it’s still complicated, 
maybe even more so than before.

Whilst Elle’s in laws are now out of the picture (thank heavens) the intestacy laws 
provide that Elle gets the first $50,000 and then one third of the rest. Sophie and Lily 
get the rest.

Of course Sophie and Lily are both infants, and the law says they can’t inherit until 
they are 18. In fact they must inherit at 18, which is a very high risk age indeed to 
come into even a modest amount of money. In their case, there could be hundreds 
of thousands.

So Elle must now get a Trustee company to be the Administrator.  They will govern 
the children’s money until they turn 18.  They will drip feed amounts out to Elle, 
perhaps monthly, to cover some living expenses, but there is no way that the Trustee 
is going to pay off Elle’s mortgage. The Trustee company also, naturally and quite 
reasonably, charges for its services.  Over the next 15 or so years they will charge on 
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a sliding scale depending on how much the girls’ trust is worth, but it will be in the 
tens of thousands. On the girls’ 18th birthdays they will receive a sizeable cheque; we 
hope it does not ruin them and they invest it wisely.  Few 18 year olds do, for many 
it is a terrible burden, and it is invariably money that is laboured with guilt and bad 
emotions, because it came at such a cost.

Mike’s  large super and life insurance is the same as before: a contest but instead of 
between Elle and her dependent mother in law, it’s between Elle and her dependent 
children.  The Trustee of the super is going to have to think very hard before it deprives 
infant children of such a benefit.

Mike and Elle had just bought a large SUV with all the extras; they were going to take 
the girls camping on weekends.  The car is in Mike’s name (more tax effective they 
were told).  That  now has to be sold, unless Elle can come up with two thirds of its 
value to buy it off the Administrator.  Even though they were married, Mike and Elle 
kept separate bank accounts; it was a bit of a hangover from before they were married.  
All the cash in Mike’s accounts is treated the same as all his other assets - one third to 
his wife, two thirds to the girls.

If you want to see the real fall out of intestacy, check out the intestacy graphic you can find on our 
website or our Facebook page.



If you have a Will you avoid all the disastrous scenarios of intestacy; because you have decided in a 
legally binding way the two key things that the Administration Act covers - who is going to be your 
Executor and Trustee of any trusts (such as for children) and who actually gets your worldly wealth.

For Elle, the real tragedy is that the months, even years of heartache, the infuriating legal wrangling, 
endless letter writing and administrative process, the fear of being left without anything, the fights 
and recriminations and the legal costs themselves could have been so simply avoided. 

All Mike needed to do was write a simple Will which said I make my wife my executor, and I leave 
her everything.  Instead, Mike left a legacy of bitter memories and a broken family landscape, and 
perhaps it’s that legacy, above all the other tragedy of this situation, that is most sad of all.

How does marriage, divorce or a defacto relationship impact a 
Will?
Marriage revokes a Will.  Immediately the marriage certificate is signed, any Will either of the happy 
couple had before the marriage is instantly revoked. That is, unless the Will was drafted to specifically 
contemplate the marriage and states so in the Will.  So, unless your Will has such a provision, and you 
have married after it was signed (and yes, even if you signed it the day before you married that does 
not matter) you are intestate. See the earlier section on intestacy, there are some rude surprises in 
store for you there.

Even if you don’t want to change your Will just because of the marriage (which is unusual, as the 
usual moral presumption is that spouses owe a duty to support each other for the rest of their lives, 
or until divorce, and even then maintenance can continue) you must do a fresh Will.  You can of 
course simply sign a fresh one in identical terms, but the very act of marriage imposes a moral duty to 
make some provision to a spouse unless they are wealthy in their own right and don’t need provision.

Less commonly known, is that since February 2008 a divorce also revokes a 
Will in Western Australia.  So many clients we see have been caught out by 
simply not being aware of this fact.

The same rules apply as to a marriage; any Will is simply revoked by a divorce.

The real complexity comes with separations and de facto relationship terminations. You see, neither 
of those affect a Will at all.  If you separate from a married spouse, but don’t actually divorce, your 
Will stays valid.  You may well scream blue murder to think that your separated spouse whom you 
haven’t spoken to in a decade and who has already had half your assets via a Family Court property 
settlement can still get everything you said you were going to give 10 years earlier, but that’s how 
it is.  It is, in point of fact, your own fault for not updating your Will, as the law simply assumes that 
you, as a responsible adult able to make big life decisions such as who you marry, or live with, or have 
children with, or buy houses with, are also able to make a fresh Will.

Huge disputes arise because of de facto relationships. They are complex.  For a start, a marriage is 
simple to determine; either it’s on or it’s not. Either there is a certificate of marriage or a decree nisi 
for a divorce; on or off.

De facto relationships though exist by reference to a range of indicators set out in a list in the 
Interpretation Act.  Living with someone under the same roof is a pretty good indicator, but not 
determinative. You need more; shared financial resources, a sexual relationship, a degree of mutual 
and public commitment to a shared life, and various others. Each of these is flexible, and not set in 
stone. So it is not uncommon for people to dispute the existence of a de facto relationship when Wills 
come into play just as it is not uncommon for people to claim there was one where there may not 
have been.
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Commonly, we see that family members just don’t know about the existence of a de facto spouse, 
but friends outside the family know full well there was one for years; only the family were kept in the 
dark, and this is even more common with same sex defacto relationships.

In fact, the combination of our inheritance laws acknowledge that a person can be both married 
and have another de facto spouse (or even more than one) at the same time. It is, in a way, almost 
legalised polygamy.

If you are one of those people who lead such a complicated life as to have multiple spouses by virtue 
of this loophole, then without good estate planning your estate is set for massive upheaval.

It is also because of the vagaries around the existence, or termination, of a de facto relationship, that 
so many disputes on the death of a loved one happen around this issue.

Let’s work through an example here.

Sandra is a wealthy lady of a certain age.  She divorced her first and second husbands 
decades ago and did particularly well out of the settlements.  In the last decade of her 
life her constant companion was Karen (the law makes no distinction between same sex 
couples).

Sandra’s illness that lead to her death put a significant strain on her relationship with 
Karen and they fought often.  Karen lived at her own mother’s house during the last 
month of Sandra’s life as Sandra was very bitter and they fought constantly.

Sandra’s Will was written more than a decade ago, on the insistence of her divorce 
lawyer, after she divorced from her second husband and before her relationship with 
Karen even began. She never bothered to update it and it leaves all her sizeable estate 
equally to her four children from her two marriages.

On Sandra’s death, Karen was devastated to learn she was persona non grata, so to 
speak and not even mentioned in the Will. She consoled herself though that it was a 
very Sandra thing to do, just not bother with a fresh Will.   Sandra just sailed through 
life with ease, not caring much for anything mundane like paperwork, that was always 
done by someone else for her.

For the first time in their lives, Sandra’s four children see eye to eye with each other 
and are in furious agreement - Karen was not a de facto spouse of their mother.  
Karen must now convince a Court that the de facto relationship between her and 
Sandra was not over before Sandra died, because if it was, she cannot make a claim. 
The children deny that their mother and Karen were ever in a relationship to begin 
with - at most, they concede, Karen was a close friend, but certainly not a de facto 
spouse.  But even if she was in a de facto relationship (which they deny) it was over 
before Sandra died, as evidenced by the frequent fights and Karen moving out 
to her mother’s house.  Karen must now rally friends and others who knew of the 
relationship to give evidence of it, and she must reduce to writing in affidavits the 
most minute details of their relationship to prove it existed in the first place, as well 
as to show that it had not ended before Sandra died.

This sort of dispute is sadly very commonplace.  We see it time and time again, it’s something to be 
avoided at all costs.
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Is Superannuation automatically taken into consideration 
within a Will?
The value of Superannuation assets is skyrocketing in Australia, and it’s getting more and more 
complex.  June 2015 saw Australian Super assets exceed $2.03 Trillion2, there are now around 
500 different retail and industry Super funds and master trusts in Australia and self managed 
Superannuation holds a whopping 30% of all Super funds3.

We all have Superannuation. Every single one of us who has ever had a job, even a summer job 
picking grapes in Margaret River or who started out flipping burgers at Hungry Jacks.

Some of us through decades of hard slog have accumulated hundreds of thousands of dollars in 
super, sometimes millions.  Some of us have only just started our first job and have only a couple of 
hundred dollars, and then there are the rest of us in between.

In all cases, no matter how much you have, we are all subject to the same rules and laws that govern 
how your Super is treated. And the long and short of it is as follows.

Your Super is not covered in your Will – it sits outside of your Will.  We need 
to reiterate this again – your Super is not covered in your Will.  Your Super 
is governed almost entirely by two things – your particular Super Fund Trust 
Deed and the SIS (Superannuation Industry Supervision) Act.

You may be with what is known as a Retail Fund (MLC or AMP or Colonial for example) or an Industry 
Fund such as Hesta or GESB, or you may have a Self Managed Fund (SMSF).

Each Fund is similar, but different. They are all governed by the SIS Act, but they all have different 
internal rules. Never assume that what your sister has in place in her fund in Melbourne is the same 
as what you have in place with yours in Perth, often they will be different.

Whilst on the surface it looks like you own your Super, you don’t; it is a Trust asset, and you are 
merely the beneficiary of that Trust.  Your Super Fund has a Trustee who decides who gets your Super 
when you die.

And that means you must nominate to your Trustee who gets your Super. If you don’t, then your 
Trustee makes that decision for you, having regard to what family members you leave behind. Your 
Trustee has quite a limited choice as to who to give it to however.

The Trustee can only give your Super to a spouse, de facto spouse, child, someone in what is called 
an ‘interdependency relationship’ or your Legal Personal Representative – that is your Executor if you 
have a Will and your Administrator if you don’t have a Will.

So your Super is only in your Will if it goes to your Legal Personal Representative, which really only 
happens by accident if you die without a spouse or defacto spouse or child or someone dependent 
on you.  However, some funds will only pay it to your Legal Personal Representative.

2  www.superannuation.asn.au/resources/superannuation-statistics

3  www.superannuation.asn.au, Op. cit.
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To make matters more complex, Super Funds have a system where you can nominate who you want 
the Trustee to give your Super to. But only some of those Funds allow Binding Nominations, which 
effectively force your Trustee to follow your nomination. Some of those Funds only allow a Binding 
Nomination to last for three years before it lapses, (unless a new Binding Nomination is made to 
replace the lapsed one), and at which point it becomes a normal nomination, which is no more than a 
suggestion to your Trustee who still makes the choice themselves.

Confused yet? If you have a SMSF, you can even have a non lapsing Binding Nomination, which 
doesn’t expire after three years.  But until you go and look at your own Fund, your own Fund’s Rules 
and Trust Deed, how are you to know how to control your Super?

Well, a good estate planning lawyer can and should do that for you, and can help you navigate the 
path through this complexity to make sure your Super is steered to the right person, and not left open 
to the whims of the Trustee.

Finally, to all of you who think ‘this doesn’t apply to me – I only have $100 in Super, it’s not even 
worth thinking about’, remember this: when you signed all those forms for your first job and became 
a member of whatever Fund/s you are a member of, you may well have also have without even 
realising it signed up for a life insurance policy, the premium for which comes out of your Super each 
month and is so small you don’t even notice it.

In this case, your automatic life insurance you didn’t even know you had 
through your Super may easily be worth a quarter of a million dollars, or 
more. You may be a lot richer (in death) than you think, and that money could 
be life changing to your loved ones left behind. Worryingly, it also means 
there is a significant pot of money left behind worth fighting over.

How often should I update my Will or estate plan?
Every Australian should have a Will in place from the time they start their first job when they are 
over the age of 18.  Given even the most modest Superannuation is often attached to a sizeable life 
insurance policy, asset pools traditionally start early for many Australians.

When asked how often a Will or estate plan needs updating, it does depend, but on average we 
recommend reviewing every three years.  Life moves fast these days; relationships come and go and 
external factors change as rapidly, and Wills are often easy to update to reflect these changes.



A Will also needs creating and then updating if any of the following things have occurred:

• When you marry, find love, or even just move in with someone, as this is when defacto    
definitions can come into play.  When you marry, any Will you may have had is instantly 
revoked.

• You have Super as part of your employment, which often comes with life insurance, which 
means should something happen to you, you have a significant estate that needs protecting.

• When you buy your first home or when your asset pool changes significantly due to 
investments, inheritance, business interests, investment properties or the like.

• If three years has gone by.  We often find that after three years a significant number of 
changes have taken place that need revision or consideration within an updated Will.

• With the birth of a baby or grandchild, or if you find yourself with stepchildren within your 
family, or consideration of the birth of future family members.

• When you separate, divorce, or one of your children or grandchildren separates or divorces, 
or you’re just looking to future-proof against such events.  When you divorce, any previous 
Will you have is instantly revoked, but a Will is not revoked if you just separate- this has 
particular application to anyone in a de facto relationship.

• With the death of a spouse, family member or intended beneficiary.

• If you’re planning a large trip, holiday, time overseas or find yourself in any other situation 
where you just have that feeling that you need to get your affairs in order.

• If you find yourself in a relationship with someone who has their own children, even if it’s 
only a defacto relationship – these children need consideration and possible provision.

• If you find yourself in the situation, or the potential, to have a family member more in 
need than most due to factors such as disability, illness, bankruptcy, a medical condition or 
addiction.

• If you have come into money, such as an inheritance, and need to consider protecting it from 
others.

• If a child or grandchild or beneficiary has recently fallen into financial difficulty or has 
developed high risk characteristics such as a gambling problem or addiction.

• If you have been diagnosed with Alzheimer’s or dementia or another significant illness.

In any of the above cases, not having a Will can lead to devastating difficulties with dealing with 
assets.  

But of all of them, the greatest heartache may be when a person has a child and no Will.  Even if 
there is no spouse or de facto partner to share in the assets, and the child is a sole child who takes 
the lot, if the child is under 18 difficulties usually ensue.  This is because the first difficulty is in who 
is going to be the administrator of the estate, which means the person who makes all the financial 
decisions using the child’s trust money.

Without a Will appointing the person you want to be in that position (for example the child’s 
grandfather) it could end up a stranger, or trustee company, or the other parent of the child (who 
may be divorced from the other parent, or have risk characteristics that make them a poor choice to 
handle someone else’s money).
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How do I choose the beneficiaries of my Will and what factors 
should I consider?
It is impossible to look at the question of how you choose your beneficiaries and what you should 
leave them without going into what makes a potential challenge to a Will.

The start point is that if you are mentally competent (and at law that is not a particularly high bar to 
get over) you have freedom of testamentary disposition - that is, you are free to give your worldly 
wealth to whomever you please.  You can give it all to a worthy charity, or you can have it all sold, 
converted to cash and heaped into a pile and burnt in the name of performance art; freedom of 
testamentary disposition allows your imagination to run wild and come up with all sorts of schemes.

Before you go and write a Will which leaves complex instructions on how to destroy your estate in the 
name of Art, though (and yes, it has been done before) it’s important to be aware of the following.

Australian inheritance law imparts a sort of moral duty to leave your estate to 
those of your family who are worthy of it, either because of dutiful obedience, 
actual dependence or other persuasive moral factors such as what society in 
general thinks you should do.

So, even though you have freedom of testamentary disposition, if any of your family who are in the 
classes of people in section 7 of the Family Provision Act 1972 (formerly known as the Inheritance Act 
1972) think your Will or your estate fails to make ‘adequate provision for their proper maintenance, 
education or advancement in life’ (as set out in section 6 of the Family Provision Act) then they can 
challenge the Will to try and obtain proper provision.

What is proper, and what is adequate is a very variable thing.  What is proper may not be adequate, 
and what is adequate may not be proper - for example, if you have indulged your children and 
paid for their every whim their entire lives, and now they are indolent and even as adults entirely 
dependent on you, then it is very hard to suddenly cut them out by writing a Will which says they 
have had enough during your life, and you are leaving it all to the Cat Haven.  They are likely going to 
be able to establish that the Will is capricious, and given your knowledge of their clear dependence 
on you, cutting them off at the knees is cruel and will lead to hardship.

However, if your adult children have left home and made good lives for themselves, earning 
decent salaries and owning homes and the like, the distance allows more freedom to leave them 
proportionately less, if you are still intent on benefiting your charity over your children.

This also creates one of the more bitter ironies of estate claims and how 
to best write your Will; that the adult child who still lives at home, and has 
dropped out of university, and can’t hold down a job paying the minimum 
wage, instead is still suckling at the parental teat at age 35, is more likely 
to have a better claim than the adult child who worked hard and obtained a 
higher paying job and is self-supporting.  Again, this is why it’s so important 
to have the right legal advice at every turn. 

Similarly, the size of your estate weighs in on this strongly too.  If you leave a very modest estate, 
say $200,000 it is not going to make a life changing difference to any single beneficiary unless the 
beneficiary is very poor, and so the Court is less likely to upset a Will.  
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However if you are worth $10m (and Perth is home to a really quite staggering number of people 
worth well more than this) then the Court allows that there is much more to spread around, and 
can give benefit to challengers, without materially disadvantaging the named beneficiaries- that is, 
everyone can often be accommodated.

Further, not all beneficiaries are equal, and indeed there is no law which says because you have four 
children therefore you must leave your estate equally to all four.  In fact, as you can see from the 
above, if you have four children and three of them are wealthy and one is destitute, you should not 
leave it equally to all four, unless you are worth $10m in which case, $2.5m to a destitute beneficiary 
may very well be quite sufficient.

When writing your Will you must go through this analysis and balance your emotional wishes with 
practical wishes.  You must analyse who you have in your family that morally there may be a duty to 
provide for.

In doing this analysis, it is vital to know who can actually challenge your Will in WA.  They are:
•  Parents;
•  Married spouses;
•  De facto spouses;
•  Ex spouses (if you were maintaining them)
•  Children;
•  Grandchildren (if you were maintaining them or if their parent, your child, has died 
before you); and

•  Step children.

Step children have a very unusual sort of position - they can challenge like a grandchild if they were 
being maintained by the deceased, or in another way, unique to stepchildren, if the deceased step 
parent had themselves inherited the step child’s own parent’s assets. 

Notably absent are siblings, cousins, carers, friends and everyone else.  If they are not on the above 
list, they cannot challenge under the Family Provision Act. If they have some sort of other claim, such 
as you owed them money, then that is to be run in the usual manner as a creditor, it has nothing to 
do with inheritance or the Will.

Take caution here as this is the law in Western Australia, and it is different 
in other States where not only are there expanded classes of claimants but 
different ways to expand the assets that can be attacked.

So you can start to see that if you don’t make “adequate and proper provision” for those around you 
who have the ability to challenge, then it is likely your Will is going to be challenged.

It is all well and good to want to give a great deal of money to the Cat Haven (or substitute your 
favourite charity here) but not at the expense of your dependents and those you really should look 
after in your family.  

Perhaps the greatest difficulty comes with making provision, or rather, no provision, for estranged 
family members.  As a brother cannot challenge your Will, if you are estranged from him then have 
no fear and don’t even bother leaving him anything.  However, if you are estranged from a child, 
because they can challenge, there is risk in cutting them out.
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Let’s look at an example.

Margot is 70, divorced and has been dating Hamish for a few months. They are 
thinking about moving into Margot’s large house in the leafy western suburbs that she 
won in her divorce.  Margot has three adult children and Hamish has three children of 
his own from his former relationship.

Margot dies suddenly.  Her Will says she leaves everything to two of her three 
children.  She has not spoken to her youngest child in a decade and they are estranged.  
Unfortunately, her youngest child she is estranged from suffers from mental illness, 
which may be one of the causes of the estrangement.

The third child via his lawyer writes to his siblings saying he is going to contest the 
Will on the basis adequate provision has not been made for him.  The third child 
lives frugally on a disability pension due to the illness. Any rational analysis says 
this child has a very good claim to run and is likely going to be successful.  The two 
other children are sympathetic though, and as they are sensibly advised by their 
own lawyers start negotiating a successful resolution with third child before legal 
proceedings even start. However, the siblings worry that if they give the money to 
their brother, because of his mental illness it will evaporate overnight, or that he will 
then be a target for others. They want any money they give him to be controlled 
in a Trust, by them and they will release it to him over time in a way that gives him 
maximum benefit with minimum risk.  The third child says no, how dare they try and 
control him, and off they go to Court.

What should Margot have done differently? She should have written her Will to leave 
something to the third child, but leave it within a special Testamentary Trust in the 
Will. It would be very hard for the third child to challenge on the basis that adequate 
provision has not been made when the Will does indeed make provision, within a 
sensible Trust, to protect the child from himself.  The third child, properly advised by 
competent lawyers, would not challenge such a Will, and everyone lives happily ever 
after.

The next complication is from Hamish. Yes, Margot and Hamish had only been dating 
for a few months, but Hamish feels quite certain that he and Margot were going to 
spend the rest of their days together. He commences a challenge as the de facto spouse, 
for provision from Margot’s estate.  Hamish’s children, who are much younger than 
Margot’s also claim to be step children of Margot, and were dependent on her as she 
was funnelling money to Hamish to pay for their private school fees.  Margot’s children 
had no idea Hamish and his kids were so dependent on her.

What should Margot have done differently here?  Either written a Will that expressly 
stated Hamish was not a de facto partner (which in and of itself does not mean he 
wasn’t but carries weight) and created some statutory declarations about exactly 
what their relationship is (just friends, for example) or left him a small provision, 
enough so that he does not feel completely ignored.  For people in the early days 
of a de facto relationship, creative provisions can be put into Wills to allow a greater 
provision for the de facto spouse on a sliding scale. For example, after one year 
together, $x, after two years, $x plus y, after three years $x plus y plus z and so on.
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Who can contest my Will and how do I best protect against 
estate litigation?

It is an unfortunate fact that we’re seeing more and more Wills are being challenged and we’re seeing 
estate litigation well and truly on the rise.  

More and more Wills are being contested under family provision legislation, with adult children the 
most common claimants in Will contests, arising from ‘need, greed, or entitlement’4.  

In terms of the actual numbers, recent academic research suggests that 86% of claims against Wills 
are brought by immediate family; 63% from children of the deceased, and 23% from partners or ex-
partners5.  

Frighteningly, when a challenge did arise, the same research revealed that there was a high rate of 
success, with 74% of cases involving a change of distribution from what was outlined in the original 
Will.  In terms of success once a Will has been contested, claims by partners and ex-partners were 
most successful with 83%, followed by children at 76%, extended family at 73% and ‘others’ at 64%. 6

Extended family and others also includes other categories of claimants in NSW and Victoria not 
allowable in Western Australia.

Why is estate litigation on the rise?
As we mentioned earlier, there are a number of factors including more complex family structures with 
more people thinking they deserve a piece of the action, more complex business structures and asset 
pools, and of course the wealth created over the past generation in Australia.  

With a recent Bankwest report stating the fact that $39 Billion in property assets is set to pass from 
one generation to the next via inheritance in West Australia alone by 20257 the stakes have never 
been higher.  

With the size of the prize growing so fast, we’re seeing more and more claimants due to poor estate 
planning coming out of the woodwork to try their luck.

Add to this the fact that many Wills we see are from either decades earlier or were done using 
inadequate newsagent-type Wills or DIY online cut and paste templates and are easily challengeable.  

A properly considered and drafted Will can prevent disputes whereas, like the examples above, 
a poorly drafted or inadequately considered Will is fertile ground for protracted and expensive 
litigation, and family heartache.

In each case of a claim, without fail we see that the claimaint feels their claim is entirely legitimate, 
and the defendants feel the claim is entirely unwarranted.

4  Having the last word: Will making and contestation in Australia, Op. cit. p3
5  Having the last word: Will making and contestation in Australia, ibid, p.16
6  Having the last word: Will making and contestation in Australia, ibid, p.17
7  www.bankwest.com.au/media-centre/financial-indicator-series/bankwest-inherited-housing-report-2010-1269940011556
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It is merely a question of perspective and degree, and to be remembered that the Court looks 
impassively in from the outside at these claims.  Family feuds sometimes fuel such fights, and which 
can go back decades and sometimes have their genesis from some slight or minor dispute that has 
festered and brewed over years to where it violently bubbles over once mum or dad has died.  

The Court cannot assist with that, the Court can only apportion the money differently than in the 
Will, and it cannot heal old wounds or reprimand one family member for past conduct.

The purpose of these claims is to rectify situations where the deceased has made an unjust Will, 
where the deceased was fond and foolish, as opposed to wise and just, which is the legal test applied.

And in doing so, the Court looks at all the factors, including the totality of 
the relationship of the deceased to the parties, the amount of the estate, 
the competing claims of all parties and what is adequate and proper in the 
circumstances of this particular case and this family at this time.

Just because a Will says “I leave everything to my two children equally” and which at the time was 
well considered and well drafted, does not mean that 10 years later that Will is still just and wise, 
as in that time one child might have won the national lottery and the other might be living on the 
streets.

The Court is there to redress this deficiency, on the basis that had the deceased known all the facts 
and done a fresh Will, they surely would have made greater provision for the destitute child over the 
rich one.



Unfortunately, many claims are not made with such clear cut moral certainty as the one above.  

They are made by disaffected beneficiaries who have grudges or long standing beefs with other 
beneficiaries.  This can manifest in significant and costly fights over things that might not have high 
material value, but have priceless sentimental value.  War medals, grandfather clocks and old wrist 
watches, diaries, family portraits and jewellery are chief amongst these.  Wills can, and should cover 
these things if it is known they are of great meaning to certain beneficiaries.

It is also very hard for beneficiaries to understand that a Will might be wise 
and just and won’t be disturbed by the Court, even though it is unequal.  
There is no law which says beneficiaries must be equal, and yet there is a 
strong sense, particularly amongst children of deceased parents, that they 
should all be equal.

Because of this, there is a strong belief within society at large that unless there are good reasons for 
making unequal provision to children, it should be equal.  The Court does not argue with that - it is up 
to the challenger to show the Will is not wise and justly made, not up to the defendants show it is.

The Court always starts with the position that the Will is correct and the testator the best person to 
determine what is right for his or her beneficiaries.  It is up to the challenger to show that the testator 
got it wrong.

So if you have two adult children and a $1m estate (and no spouse, defacto spouse or dependent 
grandchildren or parents) the normal position is to leave it equally to the two children.  This is 
perhaps unless one of them is manifestly much more needy than the other, or one is estranged, or 
there is a good reason to make it unequal because one child got so much more during your life.

How long does someone have to contest a Will and what does 
it entail?
A claimant has six months from the date of the grant of probate or letters of administration to 
commence their proceedings in the WA Supreme Court. It is a strict time limit, and if they miss it, 
they must then firstly convince the Court that there are very good reasons for missing it, if they want 
to commence proceedings. 

Commencing proceedings requires a Writ together with an affidavit, setting out the evidence that the 
claimant relies on to establish their claim. It is usually a pretty costly document to produce.

All beneficiaries of the Will whose share of the estate might be affected by the claim are joined into 
the proceedings as co-defendants. In some Wills, where there are dozens of beneficiaries including 
charities and grandchildren, friends and others, they are all drawn into the proceedings to defend 
their share.  Often there will be many lawyers acting, all for different beneficiaries, and it very quickly 
becomes unwieldy, complex and very expensive.

The matter then goes through Court where it will eventually end up in a Court ordered mediation 
where the parties explore the chances of a resolution without the need to go to a trial. It is at 
that point that there is the greatest chance of resolution, and if it does not resolve by an agreed 
settlement it will go to trial.  The costs of trial can be ruinous to estates, with everyone losing out 
because the legal fees chew up so much of the value. Even a win at trial can be a loss in reality, as 
there is so much less to go around after the legal costs have been paid, as very often, but not always, 
all parties costs are met by the estate, not by the parties personally.
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How can I avoid my Will being challenged?
Draft your Will as “the wise and just testator,” not the “fond and foolish one”.  Consider carefully all 
those potential claimants and make proper provision for them. This is different for every one and also 
changes over time.

If you are cutting someone out who you think may challenge, take extra 
precautions. Explain why, go in to some detail to set out the reasons why 
they are an unworthy candidate for your estate. Have separate statutory 
declarations drawn up where you swear to the truth of the situation and have 
those statutory declarations kept with the original Will.

Update your Will and estate planning every three years or so, or sooner if there is a material event 
(the prodigal child you had cut out of your Will wanders back in from the wilderness for example). An 
old Will has much less chance of resisting challenge than a fresh one.

Resolve issues if you can during life, rather than leaving them to explode after death. 

Be open and frank with your beneficiaries, have meaningful adult discussions with them about your 
intentions and their expectations, often they simply don’t match, but after both sides are able to 
explain their views, middle ground can often be found to keep everyone satisfied. Often claims and 
disputes arise simply out of disappointment and jealousy, and the shock of discovery of inequality 
only when they read the Will for the first time after a death.  

That shock can be significantly dampened by letting beneficiaries know the contents in advance, 
giving them much more time to digest and come to terms with its effects. Remembering that a claim 
must be brought within six months of probate being granted, and many family members might still be 
going through the grief cycle during this time, and so claims may be brought by people who have not 
yet had the chance to fully contemplate the death and its effects and work through it, including the 
anger phase.

Ensure you obtain legal advice from a lawyer with strong knowledge of and 
experience within this area of the law. Estates law has become increasingly 
complicated over the last decade or so and it’s important to have someone 
on your side who specialises in Wills and estates and is up to date with the 
latest precedents, trends, cases and legislation. 

Consider also dealing with your assets in ways that can prevent challenges to your Will.  Remember if 
you leave nothing behind, there is no challenge to be made: you can’t get blood out of a stone.

For example, if you own a house as joint tenants with someone, and you don’t want them to take 
your half of the house when you die, you have to do something about it whilst you are alive.  You 
have to sever the tenancy so that it is held as tenants in common.  You can leave your half in your Will 
and can channel it how you want. 

Similarly, if you are the owner of the family home and you want to leave it to your spouse or partner, 
then change the tenancy to make it joint tenants, then it automatically goes to your partner or 
spouse and is not in the Will and so can’t be challenged.
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If you have bank accounts you want to leave to someone, you can make it a joint account with them 
and it goes to them on death, and does not fall into the Will.

Superannuation can and must be dealt with separately and can be channelled in ways that prevent it 
from being challenged in a Will, by doing binding death benefit nominations.

You can transfer assets during your lifetime into discretionary trusts (known commonly as family 
trusts) and then you can set up quite simply who is going to control that trust when you die. Trust 
assets don’t fall into the Will either, so they are outside it and not challengeable (at least in WA).

In short, there are plenty of ways to make sure that certain family members won’t be able to 
challenge your estate:  however, some of these strategies come at a cost, with tax and stamp duty 
consequences. But with enough willpower and good legal advice, pretty much anything is possible.

Remember, you have freedom of testamentary disposition, and if you choose to divest yourself of 
your assets that is your business.

What role does an Executor play and who should I appoint?
The Executor and Trustee of your Will is a person, or more than one person, who you appoint to carry 
out your wishes as contained in your Will.  They must apply for a grant of probate of your Will which 
means they must prove they are who they say they are, how much the estate is worth and that the 
Will is valid and then the Court issues them with their formal seal of approval.

At that point, the Executor stands in your shoes, legally speaking and can deal with your assets as 
if they owned them themselves. Of course they must use those powers only to give effect to your 
wishes in your Will but they must also use those powers to pay debts, call in assets, commence claims 
that need to be commenced, and a thousand other tasks.

It is a big job, even for a simple estate. For big estates and complex estates 
it can practically be a full time job.  Many executors do it for the love of the 
deceased, but they can also charge a commission for their work.



The work of the executor includes liaising with family and business associates, coordination of 
beneficiaries gifts and distributions, opening and closing bank accounts, advertising for creditors, 
organising insurance, performing an inventory (that alone can take weeks in some cases), protection 
of assets, preparation of statements, preparation of accounting and instructing accountants to do tax 
returns, selling shares and real estate, calling in debts, commencing legal action against outstanding 
debts, court applications for a grant of probate, and establishment of trusts as contained in the Will.   

This last one, establishing trusts, can be a job that lasts decades. For example, if I have a 2 year old 
child and you are the executor and trustee, you must run that Trust for the next 16 years until the 
child reaches adulthood.

If I have a mentally disabled child, their inheritance might need to be held on trust for them for the 
rest of their lives. That could be 80 years.

Additionally, there are a host of laws and regulations Executors must comply with including the 
Administration Act, the Non-Contentious Probate Rules, the Trustees Act, if there are companies in 
the estate the Corporations Act and many others.

If an executor makes an error that involves fraud or dishonesty they will be liable.  They will also be 
liable personally if they distribute the estate before all the debts are paid, and if they can’t claw it 
back from the beneficiaries who have it.

The executors duties don’t necessarily end on distribution to the beneficiaries either and the trusts 
that can last for decades are long tailed examples of that.  There may for instance be an annuity for a 
spouse or a life interest in a house, which only ends when the spouse dies, and then the house must 
be sold and only then do the residuary beneficiaries get their share.   

Be careful who you choose as executor.  You might trust your sister, but she 
might be hopeless with detailed administration tasks, which will occupy her 
life for years to come in administering your estate.  Talk to us about who in 
your circle would be best to have in this role, it requires a very particular 
skillset and dedication.  

Likewise, you might be giving all your estate to your spouse, but will they be able to handle the 
job during a time of intense grief?  It is not uncommon for the role of executor to be completely 
overwhelming for some people, which can cause delays to the administration of an estate for years.  
We have seen in some families that because it was all too hard, that assets such as real estate just sit 
there, untenanted, uninsured, falling into ruin for years until something comes to a head, usually on 
someone else’s death resulting in a new line of beneficiaries crying for their inheritance, which still 
hasn’t been dealt with after years.

You cannot force someone to accept the role as executor, it is voluntary. But once a person starts 
down the road of dealing with assets, and so starts acting as executor, even if probate is not yet 
granted, they then are locked in. It is very hard to get out of being an executor once you have started 
dealing with the assets and you need the approval of the Court - and you can’t just appoint anyone 
you want in your place. 
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It may be unwise to appoint someone significantly older than you, and 
sometimes you need to appoint two or more to work jointly - this can help 
reduce the labour of each person but also allows for a check and a balance 
on their actions so that neither does anything which is a conflict of interest.

This means that sometimes it’s not the best idea to appoint a beneficiary as 
executor, especially if you suspect that there are going to be fights and which 
then puts the executor/beneficiary in a difficult position. 

It is also ideal to have your executor located in WA as this assists with administration, although there 
is no prohibition on an executor being located outside WA.

Having an executor who you trust can also allow you to deal with your digital assets.  Such things as 
passwords, ebay accounts, gmail account, online share trading, Facebook, Instagram, Qantas frequent 
flyer points, and those thousand other digital assets we all now hold.  Create a list including your 
login details and instructions on what you want to happen to them- transfer the points?   Download 
the Facebook photos and distribute to certain beneficiaries?  Close them down and forget about 
them?   Your executor is going to have to deal with this too, so make it as easy for them as possible 
and so they don’t have to engage a tech expert to hack into your home computer to find your 
passwords (these days a pretty routine job for an executor).

What are the biggest estate planning mistakes I should avoid?

The single biggest mistake, quite obviously, is not having a Will at all.

The second biggest is having a poorly drafted or ill-considered Will or a Will that is out of date.  Wills 
can fall out of date for so many reasons. If you have one, pull it out of the bottom drawer of the filing 
cabinet or wherever you store it, and have a read. Refresh your memory and then ask yourself if it is 
still doing the job it is supposed to be.



The next mistake is thinking you are too young or don’t have enough assets 
to worry about doing it.  

These days just about everyone has Super and we have seen several recent 
examples where tragic deaths of young adults leave a surprising amount 
simply by virtue of an insurance policy they have attached to their Super 
fund, that they didn’t even know about.  They simply ticked the box marked 
insurance when they started their first job, and that insurance can easily 
be worth several hundred thousand dollars.

A common mistake is relying on handshake arrangements instead of getting them documented and 
planned properly.  Of course your new spouse will say he will look after your children, his new step 
children when you’re gone, and of course he will pass on to them all your assets.  

We all know the story of Cinderella, but sadly not enough of the evil step parent scenarios end with 
fairy godmothers coming to the rescue.  

Don’t rely on chance, get it set in stone with good estate planning.
Early inheritances are risky and often don’t create the sort of equality they hope to.  Be careful about 
giving away too much during your life.  You may live longer than you think and need to rely on it, and 
can’t get it back from whomever you gave it to, either because they have spent it or divorced and 
their ex-spouse has it, or they just refuse.  You can’t demand a gift back, and then are left with just 
the hope they are as generous as you were.

Additionally, we’ve seen cases where a beneficiary chews through their early inheritance, and then 
still makes a claim against the estate because whilst yes, they did once receive a big benefit, they are 
still poor.



Choosing the wrong executors can cause great dispute amongst family members too, and cause great 
delay in how the estate is distributed and administered.

One of the largest mistakes is thinking that a Will is the be all and end all of estate planning.  Yes, 
almost everybody needs one and a Will is almost always the foundation of your estate planning 
on which everything is then built, but a common mistake is thinking this is where it ends.  Some 
situations or family complexities simply cannot be cured by a Will alone.  Factor into your situation 
things such as Enduring Powers of Attorney, Enduring Powers of Guardianship, control of Family 
Trusts, and even transferring certain assets to others or to a Trust during your lifetime; the benefits of 
thinking beyond just the Will can be enormous.

Finally, being capricious, or petty, or simply not taking good advice on how to draft a Will and whom 
to leave it to, causes tremendous problems, often resulting in legal action, and great delays and huge 
legal costs, not to mention brutal disharmony in the family and ruined relationships.  

The next steps
Congratulations, you’ve read through both guides.  You may feel like you know enough to start 
to make the right decisions and start talking to us about how to get started.  If you’d like more 
information and you haven’t already done so, we’d encourage you to read Part 1 of this guide to 
ensure you have rounded out all you need to know on the inside running when it comes to Wills and 
estate planning. 

Our aim, like we said at the beginning of this guide, is to ensure you are armed with the right 
information to make the right decisions to ensure the right estate plan is in place for you.  



From here, simply get in contact via email or phone and we can discuss the best path for you and give 
you a fixed fee quote on what it will entail.  It’s a simple process of discovery with you where we sit 
down and work through what you’d like to achieve, we then draft your Will, and any other documents 
to complete your estate planning, review them together and then have them signed.  We’ve said it 
before, but we’ll say it again - the sense of palpable relief we see with our clients once they sign is 
enormous, and we look forward to giving you the same peace of mind.

Why choose Solomon Hollett Lawyers?  
We are experts in this field. We’re not dabblers, and are committed to advancing Western Australians’ 
knowledge of this area in the belief it will better our world, and that’s not something we say lightly.  

We have great and deep knowledge of how to get your unique scenario squared away, aware that 
each and every person’s situation is different and there is not a one size fits all solution. 

Some people’s estates are just plain old quick and simple to solve, some are unbelievably complex 
and require deep thought and knowledge.  You don’t really know however unless you dig in and get 
an expert like us to evaluate your estate with you.

We’re here to help, just ask us.  We look forward to hearing from you.

Solomon Hollett Lawyers
3/33 Richardson Street, West Perth, Western 

Australia Phone (08) 6244 0985
info@solomonhollettlawyers.com.au
www.solomonholllettlawyers.com.au
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